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deliberation was that they should pursue this company
until they overtook them, and should snatch me
from their hands, even should it cost them their
lives. They forthwith sent two young Savages to
my quarters, although it was late in the night.
When they entered my cabin, I was occupied in
writing the life of a Saint in the Savage tongue.
‘“ Ah! our father,” they exclaimed, ‘‘ how glad we
are to see thee!” ‘‘Iam likewise very glad to see
you,” I responded; ‘‘ but what brought you here in
such frightful weather?’’ ‘‘ We have come to no
purpose,” they said; ‘‘ we were assured that the
English had carried thee away, and we came to look
for their tracks. Our Warriors will not long delay
coming to pursue them, and to attack the Fort,—
where, if the news had been true, the English would
doubtless have imprisoned thee.” ‘‘You see, my
children,’” I replied to them, ‘‘ that your fears are
unfounded; but the friendship that my children
show me fills my heart with joy; for it is a proof of
their attachment to Prayer. To-morrow you shall
depart immediately after Mass, in order to undeceive
our brave Warriors, as soon as possible, and free
them from all uneasiness.”

Another alarm, equally false, threw me into great
perplexity, and exposed me to danger from hunger
and distress. Two Savages came in haste to my
quarters to inform me that they had seen the English
at the distance of half a day’s journey. ‘‘Our
father,”” said they, ‘‘ there is no time to lose; thou
must go away, thou wouldst risk too much in
remaining here; as for us, we shall wait for the
enemy and perhaps we shall go to meet them. The
runners are setting out at this very moment to watch



